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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

2. Claims 3-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As for claim 3-6 and 12-13, the step of " wherein the interactive data contains a plurality 
of sets of presentation data and link information which associates each of the plurality of sets of 
presentation data with a link to a set of presentation data ", wherein one of the plurality of sets of 
presentation data is currently presented, wherein the restricting means includes: user input 
receiving means for receiving a user operation relating to the presented set of presentation data: 
link means for (a) specifying, based on the received user operation, a set of presentation data that 
is a link destination of a link associated by the link information with the presented set of 
presentation data if either the preview state or the prohibited state is judged as being established, 
(b) judging whether the specified set of presentation data and the presented set of presentation 
data are included in a same group, (c) obtaining the specified set of presentation data on judging 
that the specified set of presentation data and the presented set of presentation data are included 
in the same group, and (d) restricting use of interactive data relating to the received user 
operation on judging that the specified set of presentation data and the presented set of 
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presentation data are not included in the same group; and presenting means for presenting the 
obtained set of presentation data. 

These claims are vague and indefinite in terms of English language, the Examiner is not 
sure to what and how "the presentation data and link information" associates to what type of 
data, to itself or to what identity; and based on the presentation format as a semicolon after the 
restricting means, the Examiner also is not sure whether all the rest of the limitations are under 
the restricting means or not. 

Claims 7-9 and 10-11 have the same issue as of claim 3 for the steps of " a plurality of 
sets of presentation data; a link information which associates each of the plurality of sets of 
presentation data with a link to a set of presentation data " as discussed above. 

Applicants are required to correct, modify and explain these types of issues to avoid the 
claim languages as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-2, and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hendricks et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,734,853). 
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Regarding claim 1, Hendricks discloses "a digital broadcast receiving device that receives 
a broadcast wave including interactive data to achieve pseudo-interactive communications, the 
interactive data being repeatedly broadcasted 55 , (i.e., a digital set top terminal receives 
broadcasting signals for interactive communications between the set top terminal and the 
broadcasting source via a cable headend (Figs. 1-3, and col. 3/lines 20-55)), the digital broadcast 
receiving device comprising: 

"receiving means for receiving the broadcast wave" (Fig. 5a for internal structure of the set top 
receiving device, and tuner 603 for receiving cableTV input and modem 627 for communications 
between the set top terminal and the cable headend, see col. 19/lines 7-42); 
"judging means forjudging a state that is established during the reception of the broadcast wave 
based on first information, the state being one of a preview state, a prohibited state, and a 
permitted state, wherein the first information shows conditions for using the received broadcast 
wave under a subscription contract, wherein in the preview state, the received broadcast wave is 
permitted to be used regardless of the subscription contract being made, and wherein in the 
prohibited state, the broadcast wave is prohibited from being used because the subscription 
contract is not made; and restricting means for restricting use of the interactive data when either 
the preview state or the prohibited state is judged as being established' 5 , ( i.e., all of the judging 
means to determine whether a user is a subscriber or not, namely, the subscription contract is 
being made or not, so that the system can either grant the access or deny the access and even 
limit the access as described in diagrams in Figures 12a-12f , col. 29/line 49 to col. 32/line 18; 
and Fig. 17 clearly shows that the viewer can preview a program, at this time, the viewer is just 
browsing through a list of hit movies as shown in Fig. 16 and as he chooses Terminator 4, he has 
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a chance to preview the program regardless of the subscription contract being made or not, as 
soon as he pays the charge for the program, a "Thank you" screen is displaying and he can join 
in (a subscription contract is already made) and enjoy the movie as shown in Fig. 18, and col. 
35/line 37 to col. 36/line 29; the system limits or restricts the user's access if the subscription 
contract is not being made, and the program list is redisplaying to the user again (col. 28/lines 
41-52)). 

For claim 2, in view of claim 1, Hendricks further discloses "wherein the broadcast wave 
also includes second information which shows conditions for using the broadcast wave, wherein 
the first information is recorded on a recording medium", (i.e., as shown in Figs. 4a and 4b, the 
broadcast control information contains a format as shown in Fig. 4a -as a second information — 
and Fig. 4b shows a similar format stored within the set top terminal including identifiers of the 
set top terminal — as the first information-- and others (col. 17/line 24 to col. 18/line 1 1)), 
"wherein the judging means includes: obtaining means for obtaining the first information from 
the recording medium; contract judging means forjudging whether the first information and the 
second information are the same, determining that the subscription contract is made on judging 
that the first and second information are the same, and determining that the subscription contract 
is not made on judging that the first and second information are not the same", (i.e., this process 
is the authentication process for the user between the system and the set top terminal, the 
matching of identifiers for each set top terminal is monitoring and verified by the system as in 
the formats of Figure 4a & 4b as noted, see col. 18/lines 5-51)); and 
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"preview state judging means for (a) judging whether a predetermined period has passed 
since a start of the reception of the broadcast wave if the contract judging means determines that 
the subscription contract is made" (the preview has a predetermined time, and if the payment has 
made, the preview has passed after a predetermined time (col. 28/line 54-67 for a message with 
the preview time left), 

"(b) determining that the preview state is established during the reception on judging that 
the predetermined period has not passed" (Fig. 12e and col. 31/lines 30-45 for a routine in 
determining whether a preview time has passed or not), and 

"(c) determining that the prohibited state is established during the reception on judging 
that the predetermined period has already passed", (i.e., if after the preview time is passed and 
the viewer has not made the purchase, the system automatically prohibits the viewer to view the 
interest program and brings the viewer back to the menu of program list (col. 28/lines 41-52)). 

Regarding claim 14, Hendricks discloses "a digital broadcast system, comprising: a 
digital broadcast sending device that broadcasts a broadcast wave containing interactive data, the 
interactive data being repeatedly broadcasted; and a digital broadcast receiving device that 
receives the broadcast wave to achieve pseudo-interactive communications, the interactive data 
being repeatedly broadcasted, wherein the digital broadcast receiving device includes: receiving 
means for receiving the broadcast wave; judging means forjudging a state that is established 
during the reception of the broadcast wave based on first information, the state being one of a 
preview state, a prohibited state, and a permitted state, wherein the first information shows 
conditions for using the received broadcast wave under a subscription contract, wherein in the 
preview state, the received broadcast wave is permitted to be used regardless of the subscription 
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contract being made, and wherein in the prohibited state, the broadcast wave is prohibited from 
being used because the subscription contract is not made; and restricting means for restricting 
use of the interactive data when either the preview state or the prohibited state is judged as being 
established", (i.e., a digital set top terminal receives broadcasting signals for interactive 
communications between the set top terminal and the broadcasting source via a cable headend 
(Figs. 1-3, and col. 3/lines 20-55); Fig. 5a for internal structure of the set top receiving device, 
and timer 603 for receiving cable TV input and modem 627 for communications between the set 
top terminal and the cable headend, see col. 19/lines 7-42; and all of the judging means to 
determine whether a user is a subscriber or not, namely, the subscription contract is being made 
or not, so that the system can either grant the access or deny the access and even limit the access 
as described in diagrams in Figures 12a-12f , col. 29/line 49 to col. 32/line 18; and Fig. 17 
clearly shows that the viewer can preview a program, at this time, the viewer is just browsing 
through a list of hit movies as shown in Fig. 16 and as he chooses Terminator 4, he has a chance 
to preview the program regardless of the subscription contract being made or not, as soon as he 
pays the charge for the program, a "Thank you" screen is displaying and he can join in (a 
subscription contract is already made) and enjoy the movie as shown in Fig. 18, and col. 35/line 
37 to col. 36/line 29; the system limits or restricts the user's access if the subscription contract is 
not being made, and the program list is redisplaying to the user again (col. 28/lines 41-52). 

As for claims 15-16, these claims for "a receiving method used by a digital broadcast 
receiving device" and "a computer-readable recording medium storing a program used by a 
digital broadcast receiving device" with same limitations as disclosed earlier are rejected for the 
reasons given in the scope of claims 1-2 as explained in details above. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Strauss et al. (US. Pat. No. 5,790,173) and Lightfoot et al. (US. Pat. No. 5,583,864) disclose 
advanced digital networks for providing the communication between subscriber's terminals and 
broadband server's equipment. 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant, can be reached on (703) 305-4755. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-0377. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Krista Bui 
Art Unit 2611 
January 26, 2005 
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